African Bundu Safaris


KRUGER EXPRESS  (NAME CHANGE FOR 2011)
(4 days, ex Johannesburg)

Tour Cost:  R4370 per person in twin accommodation  & R5675 per single  

Tour Style: Independent

Tour Code: UBAC

Duration: 4 days / 3 nights

Map:

[image: image6.jpg]


    [image: image2.jpg]



Departures   5am Monday, Wednesday and Fridays, guaranteed. (As from 1 Feb 2011)  The 4-day Kruger Lodge safari departs daily.
Answer the call of the Kruger, the vast, famous southern game park teeming with Africa's most iconic creatures. This four-day safari puts you right in the thick of the park's grasslands and forests, filled with birdlife and big game. Keep an eye out for grazing elephants, giraffes and wildebeest from your safari vehicle, and try to spot prowling lions and leopards at night. This is a short adventure, but an action-packed and memorable one.

accommodation: Lodge (1 nt), camping with facilities at Satara Camp (2 nts) 
meals included: 3 Breakfasts, 1 lunch, 3 Dinners 

transport: Safari vehicle, minivan, walking.  (This trip departs early in the morning on day 1 and it is strongly recommended that you arrive at least one day prior) 



Day 1 Johannesburg/ Kruger National Park

Discover the vast Kruger where the Big Five roam. Jump onboard an open safari vehicle to explore the park in search of elusive lions and leopards, as well as elephants, giraffes and wildebeest. Enjoy a campfire dinner before venturing out again on a thrilling late-night drive to try and spot the glow of predators' eyes.

Time traveled: From Johannesburg to Hazyview where you will board the open vehicles will take around 6 hours including stops. From here it is another 45 minutes before we enter the Park. Once we enter the Park we start our game drive en-route to our camp where you can enjoy lunch. If time allows we do another game drive in the afternoon before the sunset game drive. The sunset drive is around 3 hours into the early hours of the evening where the rangers track the nocturnal animals by means of a spotlight.  (If the driver has to collect clients from other backpacker lodges, this can take up to an hour or two longer, before you actually depart from Johannesburg, so ALWAYS best to sleep at Amadwala)
Meals included: Dinner only

Overnight: Camping in permanent dome tents with bedding (sleeping bags) provided.

Days 2-3 Kruger National Park

Depart at first light for an entire day's game viewing. Call by the park's idyllic waterholes and venture into the landscape on foot with park rangers. It's a great way to work up an appetite for a traditional African meal.

Overnight: Camping in permanent dome tents with bedding (sleeping bags) provided 
Distance traveled: From our first camp to the next is 110km but we game drive enroute, often leavign the main road. The route we follow depends entirely on sightings.
Time traveled: We will spend most of today on game drives with enough stops in between to stretch the legs and to relax.
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

 Next day, squeeze in another full day of game-viewing – and this includes lunch in the Park (own expense).  Depart from the Park at gate-closing time and travel to a private safari lodge in the Greater Kruger Park. Tonight, luxuriate in a private safari lodge and tuck into a barbecue dinner in a boma, a traditional African house. 

Overnight: Accommodation for tonight is lovely twin share rooms with en-suites. (The actual lodge is only determined once the bookings close, as we then have the number of beds required. There are 3 for us to choose from.)
Distance traveled: Distance traveled in Kruger depends entirely on sightings. Once out of the park we travel 70km to the private game lodge where we spend the night.

Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner.

Day 4 Johannesburg

Complete the Kruger experience as our rangers show how to track wild animals, before heading back to the urban jungle of Johannesburg.   After breakfast, we depart the Lodge and our journey takes us through the Mpumalanga Province as we travel along the Drakensberg Escarpment to view the spectacular setting of the Three Rondavels overlooking the Blyde River Canyon. We then continue our journey, arriving in the late afternoon at our finishing point Amadwala Lodge, Johannesburg, between 17h00 & 19h00.  (You get dropped off at the same Pick-up point of Day 1)
Overnight: Please note that the tour finishes on arrival and there is no accommodation provided for this night. We are able to organize additional accommodation at Amadwala Lodge- please ask at time of booking. Why not stay a day or two enjoying our private Lodge and exploring the surrounding areas.
Distance traveled: From our Lodge in Greater Kruger National Park back to Johannesburg is 550km
Time traveled: 8-9 Hours including stops.
Meals included: Breakfast



 **Collection Points and times as from 01 January 2011 (And where you shall be dropped off at as well.)
Amadwala Lodge – 5am             The Westford Hotel, Sandton @ 05h30       JNB Backpackers, Emmarentia @ 06h00

Tama Rumah Guesthouse, Melville @ 06h15    Town & Road Lodge, Airport Area @ 06h45 and OR Tambo Airport @ 07h00.  You should be waiting at the pick-up point at least 10 mins before the above time and be prepared for the bus to be up to 20 mins late before you panic!
Transport:  Air-conditioned, luxury Microbuses used for transfers to and from the Kruger Park or Game Lodge. All vehicles carry a comprehensive medical kit and a complete set of tools. They follow a strict maintenance plan and are all fully certified by the South African Transport Board and carry the necessary transport permits and insurances.   Quantum microbus - 13 seats

At the lodge - Open game viewing vehicles - 10 seats.   Our specially designed open safari vehicles offer the ultimate game-viewing experience and photographic opportunity.
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Amadwala lodge:  pre and post tour accommodation at Amadwala Lodge. With its up-market wooden a-frame thatched chalets, each with its own Jacuzzi, Amadwala is the perfect place to begin and end your Southern African experience. 
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Accommodation Rate - room only:  until 31 May 2011
· Bedded Tent - with shared ablutions
Sharing R340 p/p per night & Single R375 per night     

· En-suite tented cabins
Sharing R410 p/p per night & Single R690 per night  
· Accommodated En-suite Chalets
Sharing R540 p/p per Night & Single R750 per night  
· Child Rates
Children under the age of 13 are charged at a 50% discount

· MEALS are extra and can be paid direct – or we can quote you B&B or DBB rates.
We can arrange Meet and Greets at the Airport for clients.  Cost R500 for 1,2 or 3 pax / R50.00 for every additional client.   All Transfers run 24 hours.   (Prices subject to change, with fuel price!!)
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No Collections from the Bus/Train stations. Only from OR Tambo Airport or Lanseria
Amadwala Lodge Honeymoon Suite:  The ultimate in star treatment, from champagne and candle light, bubble bath and fresh petals to floating candles in your Jacuzzi, chocolates, 3 course dinner in an exclusive area on the estate or cheese platter, if just married, to breakfast served on your deck the following morning. Here is where you are guaranteed to feel like a King and Queen.  Price is R1500 per night.
Please note: occasionally our itineraries are updated during the year to incorporate improvements stemming from past travellers' comments and our own research. Our brochure is usually released in November each year. As such the information given in this itinerary may be slightly different to that in the brochure.
ACCOMODATION:  Lodge (1 nt), camping with facilities (2 nts) Camping is in permanent dome tents with bedding (sleeping bags) provided.   Campsite for 2011 is at Satara Camp inside Kruger Park.
Please keep in mind that accommodation as shown in the itinerary is subject to availability at time of booking. The closest available alternative will be substituted if our first choice hotels are not available. Deductions or supplements may be applied to the trip price as a result.

ACTIVITIES INCLUDED:

This is a list of included activities on this trip. All other activities are optional and at your own expense. For a list of optional activities and sightseeing available on this trip, see the optional activities section below. If you choose not to participate in the included activities on this itinerary, the cost will not be refunded.


Game Drives with open 4x4 vehicles - Kruger National Park/Greater Kruger NP
Night Drive with open 4x4 vehicle - Kruger National Park/Greater Kruger NP
Nature walk in Private Reserve - Greater Kruger National Park

TIPPING:

If you are happy with the services provided a tip - though not compulsory - is appropriate. While it may not be customary to you, it is of great significance to the people who will take care of you during your travels, inspires excellent service, and is an entrenched feature of the tourism industry across many destinations. We recommend that any tips are given to the intended recipient by a member of your group, rather than collected and passed on by the group leader.
The following amounts are based on local considerations and feedback from our past travellers:
Restaurants: Local markets and basic restaurants - leave the loose change. More up-market restaurants we suggest 10% of your bill.
Local guides: Throughout your trip you may at times have a local guide in addition to your leader. We suggest USD 2 per day for local guides.
Your Crew: You may also consider tipping your crew for outstanding service throughout your trip. The amount is entirely a personal preference, however as a guideline US$3 per person, per day for each crew member can be used. Of course you are free to tip more or less as you see fit, depending on your perception of service quality and the length of your trip. Remember, a tip is not compulsory and should only be given when you receive excellent service.
IMPORTANT NOTES:

This trip starts and ends in Johannesburg. We depart very early on Day 1 and end back in Johannesburg late in the afternoon on Day 4 (17h00 – 19h00), so it is essential that you overnight in Johannesburg the day before the tour and recommended after the tour.  You can be dropped off at the Airport for flights departing after 21h00. If you want to explore Johannesburg at either end of the tour, please allow additional days.

A sleeping bag is provided on this tour.
Please note this is a join in adventure and you will travel with a group of like-minded passengers during transfers and game drives. 

Due to Kruger National Park safety regulations, children under-16 are not be permitted to participate in the bush walks in this itinerary.

BOTTLED WATER - The sale of bottled water contributes to an enormous environmental problem around the world. In addition to the water in bottles, the production of a 1 litre plastic bottle takes 2 litres of water and 200ml of oil. A large proportion end up in limited landfill or discarded in waterways and natural environments.  Generally speaking, all tourist establishments have purified tap water, which is safe to consume – you can check with your hosts.

 Please avoid the purchase of bottled water by bringing a water purification method. Some of the options are:
- Refill from water dispensers when available at some of our accommodation.
- Water purification tablets available from camping stores or pharmacies.
- 2% tincture of iodine available from pharmacies - used at 4 drops per litre of water and left for at least 20 minutes. Longer in very cold weather.
- Personal water filters available from camping stores. (Bottles with filters built into the cap are lightweight and easy to use. Water is forced through the filter by squeezing the bottle as you drink.)
For this tour you will need to bring a mixture of lightweight clothing and warm clothing for the evenings. It is also a good idea to purchase a money pouch/belt that is easily hidden. Please try to avoid bringing unnecessary valuables and use your hotel safe to store the bulk of your money, passport, and airline tickets.

Once you have paid and confirmed for this tour, I shall send you the fully detailed “Trip Notes”, which has lots of additional information, useful for your planning and excitement of this safari.

If the above itinerary and this style of tour suits you, please advise Dean your Arrival/Flight details and also the departure details – and the type of accommodation he can book at Amadwala Lodge – and then after checking on availability, he will make a provisional booking and send you a book form and credit card form, which you need to complete and fax these back to process the booking.  After the funds are reflecting in the business account, then you will be e-mailed your vouchers and Trip Notes, and then all you need to do then is to arrival and enjoy (


Day trips for clients staying at Amadwala – 2011
Full day 

Soweto/apartheid Museum  and drive through JHB
  
R 640.00

Soweto, Wandies and drive through JHB


R 690.00

Apartheid Museum and Gold reef city



R 600.00

Half Day

Soweto and drive through JHB




R 450.00

Rhino and Lion Park





R 640.00

Lesedi Cultural Village





R 880.00

Gold reef city






R 570.00

Elephant Sanctuary





R 1000.00

Maropeng & Caves (Cradle of Humankind)


R 700.00

(Last updated 10 Jan 2011)
www.absafaris.co.za
Tel: +27 582561716                              Fax:  +27 865569230


